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Outline 

Å Project history and Strategic Plan context 

Å Basis of Minnehaha Creek corridor improvements 

Å Concept plan development and review 

Å Project benefits (Renae and Jonathon) 

Å Funding, schedule 
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History 

Å City and Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD) have a 

history of collaboration through permitting and regulation, projects 

at Pamela Park, and street reconstruction planning and cost share. 

Å 2014 MOU created a more formal framework for collaboration in 

areas of regional planning, park planning and stormwater and natural 

resources management. 

Å During the 54th Street Bridge project the MCWD began 

coordinating with City to explore opportunities to improve creek. 
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54th Street Bridge Project 

Å MCWD had Inter-Fluve complete an analysis of alternatives which 

identified 3 options for fish passage ð remove grade control, 

roughened channel and bypass channel. 

Å MCWD attended public meetings to test alternatives and 

discovered the recreational amenity value for kayaking. 

Å MCWD recommended low-flow bypass to MCWD Board to allow 

fish passage while preserving surf wave. 

Å MCWD had concerns about value of providing fish access to a 

degraded section of stream and asked Inter-Fluve to look at 

opportunities to improve habitat throughout Reaches 15-16. 
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54th Street Bridge Project 

Å MCWD Board ordered project and culvert was designed into 

bridge plans. 

Å Cityõs bridge project was delayed due to high bids. 

Å Flood of 2014 eliminated standing wave. 

Å MCWD engaged kayak group and received letter of support for 

dam removal. 

Å 2016 MCWD and City began formal planning process to integrate 

Districtõs natural resource goals with City identified goals. 
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Parks, Recreation & Trails  

Strategic Plan 
Å Key recommendations from park assessments: 

* Provide greater access in parks for passive recreation and interpretation. 

* Protect and improve Edinaõs water resources. 

* Provide more environmental education opportunities. 

* Replace insufficient play areas/playgrounds and provide new facilities to fill 

 gaps. 

* Improve branding and wayfinding to parks. 

* Provide additional community gathering areas. 

* Develop community driven master plans for parks. 

* Replace or decommission community park buildings that have outlived 

 lifespan. 
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Strategic Plan Goals 

Å Protect, enhance and restore the Cityõs natural resources and natural 

areas. 

Å Create more resilient and sustainable parks, facilities and landscapes. 

Å Protect and restore Edinaõs water resources. 

Å Increase facility accessibility and consistency throughout City. 
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Strategic Plan Strategies 
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Å Increase connections and access to natural areas and environmental 

resources. 

Å Coordinate with Engineering Department to meet changing regulations 

and integrate into park master planning projects. 

Å Partner with Engineering Department to identify opportunities to increase 

water quality throughout the city and identify opportunities to treat City 

stormwater on park property to benefit both. 

Å Provide more active and passive recreation opportunities and educational 

efforts focused on water resources. 

Å Create a plan for replacement of outdated facilities, including Arden Park 

shelter. 

Å Replace old and inadequate playground equipment. 

 



Minnehaha Creek Watershed District 

Strategy 
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Minnehaha Creek Watershed District 



Systems Approach 
Å Issues/Drivers: 

ÅWater quality 

ÅWater quantity: 

Å - flooding 

Å - base flow  

ÅEcological integrity 

Å  - corridor fragmentation 

Å Strategies: 

ÅTreat regional stormwater 

ÅRestore creek channel 

ÅExpand and enhance greenspace 
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Plan Development Process 
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